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tance to talk about the youngsters selected for testing. There were a
few families who refused to tell anything that was asked, but the
more common experience was for them to answer questions willingly
and soon to begin coming to see Miss Jordan when they had business
at the school or the trading posts. Many of the parents spoke no
English or too little for Miss Jordan's purposes, in which case Miss
Leonard or one of the English-speaking Navaho women in the vicin-
ity of the school acted as interpreter.
At Shiprock more than elsewhere, visits had to be repeated several
times in order to obtain the desired information. This was largely
because both the Navahos and Miss Jordan felt the need of estab-
lishing an acquaintanceship before feeling able either to ask or an-
swer the questions the research required. The Indians were prepared,
on the basis of their previous experience with white men, to meet
with disapproval when they told of their methods of training their
children, or even when they let a white person into their homes. It is
greatly to Miss Jordan's credit that she was able to dispel their suspi-
cions and to gain their confidence to the point that some of them
invited her to attend ceremonials in their homes.
THE PEOPLE OF RAMAH: UNEASINESS AND CONFLICT
IN "THE CHECKERBOARD"
THE Ramah Navahos take their name from a little Mormon settle-
ment outside the Reservation in western New Mexico, 44 miles south-
east of Gallup. (See Map II.) The Indians live in and beyond "The
Checkerboard" 4 in a belt of varying width which extends for 30 miles
southward from Ramah. The total area includes 505 square miles,
but only 230 are Navaho-owned or leased by or for The People. Fig-
ures for Ramah are taken from records of one of the writers (Dr.
Kluckhohn) or from information obtained at the United Pueblos
Agency. Although they are not strictly comparable with those for
Navaho Mountain and Shiprock, in that many of them can be given
in greater detail (social statistics, livestock ownership, etc.), while
income data were estimated differently, they are the best data avail-
able.
Prevalent elevations are around 7,000 feet, which gives the region
a steppe climate. Broad rolling valleys covered with grass or sage are
bordered with wooded ridges which in some spots are replaced by
* So called because alternate square miles to a depth of .40 miles on, either side of the
tracks were given to the Santa Fe railroad when it was built.